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In the 64th edition of Pin Oak (Friday 16 February 2018), we 
published an article entitled “Big Issue: Australia Day”, which 
was submitted by a student. The article has now been removed 
from the online edition of Pin Oak. This article was plagiarised 
from an online article, “Changing Australia Day is pointless – 
and there is much to celebrate”, by Anthony Dillon, published on 
25 January 2017 on www.theconversation.com. We would like 
to apologise for this error. 

Student Editorial Team
Jemima Taylor, Jade Gilles, Tully Mahr, Maya Chance, 
Hugh Corbett, Liam O’Connell, Gracie Phelan, Kiara 
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After years of the Oxley girl’s winter uniform consisting 
of a tunic and tights, pants are (ýnally) being presented 
as an option for female students to wear in the winter. 
However, the school is waiting for enough expressions 
of interest in the pants before they ýnalise the design 
and incorporate them into the uniform.



MUSIC

‘Amen’ - An album by Rich Brian

Brian Imanuel ‘Rich Brian’ released 
his debut hip-hop album this year 
after the large success of singles 
released during 2017. Brian is known 
for his interesting fashion sense 
and low husky voice, iconic to his 
look and presence. ‘Amen’ seeks to 
recapture the sparks of the success 
of his singles, using similar strategy 
and sound, combining trap drums 
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We love the idea that K-6 is a Place of Welcome 
not because of the soil or the view but because of 
the people who inhabit it.  Our school is friendly 
because the people in it are friendly and new 
members, just as visitors, feel its friendliness.  One 
of the ways we show our friendliness is in our daily 
interactions with others and there are many ways 
that shine through; Oxley students try to be the 
ýrst one to smile at another each day, the ýrst to 
say hello, to use each others’ name and to invite 
others into their game or their group at times when 
we sit together to eat.
It seems that this type of friendliness that reaches 
out beyond our own limits, is a basic human need 
that is celebrated the world over.  This poem was 
recently shared online and while no one seems sure 
of the author’s identity, the sentiment is timeless.

Smiling Is Infectious

Smiling is infectious,
you catch it like the þu,

When someone smiled at me today,
I started smiling too.

I passed around the corner
and someone saw my grin.

When he smiled I realised
I’d passed it on to him.

I thought about that smile,
then I realised its worth.

A single smile, just like mine
could travel round the earth.

So, if you feel a smile begin,
don’t leave it undetected.

Let’s start an epidemic quick,
and get the world infected!

Head of K-6: Justine Lind

K-6 NEWS

The poem is attributed to Karen McLendon-Laumenn 
and Matthew John Fraser or Spike Milligan or Author 
Unknown, whoever she may be, but the point is simple.  
It is very easy to leave the world a little brighter 
than you found it, to pay it forward, that small act of 
kindness that has the power to reverberate largely 
around the world.
This term Year 6 have been reaching out to new 
friends and old with their “Random Acts of Kindness” 
initiative that Mr Ayling set as a challenge for everyone 
in the Junior School when he spoke at assembly 
this week.  These acts are intentional but no more 
important than the kindness that has been shared 
all term in the playground, in classrooms and as 
our students encouraged each other at last week’s 
Swimming Carnival celebrating each swimmerôs e orts 
independent of the results.
I have been away from Oxley, in Hong Kong, sharing 
the culture of learning at Oxley with friends in 
education that span international borders with the same 
ambitious goal as ours; to leave the world better than 
we found it through the actions of the future adult 
change-makers that we inspire in classrooms today.

Weekly Awards:
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Recently the market for sneakers has exploded. Shoes have always been important, but in the past 20 years or so 
the sneaker has been a huge part of that demand.  With brands like Nike and Adidas at the forefront of this shoe 
explosion, now other, more obscure brands are hopping on the bandwagon. Why is this so, why has this particular 
market erupted with demand, and how is the demand being met?
Nike is by far the biggest company when it comes to sneakers. They have a large and incredibly diverse range in 
themselves but they also own Air Jordan, which is the primary basketball shoe company sneaker and Converse, 
which is a classic brand. It is hard to think that there is a brand that competes with this. Adidas is having a good 
go though.  Although Nike has many of the biggest brands, Adidas has many of the most interesting shoes. For 
one the Yeezy collection, which is renowned even outside of the community, even if no one can a ord them. And 
then also the recently released Pharrell Collaboration, which is even more expensive, showing undoubtedly that 
people are willing to spend a lot of money on sneakers.
Why is this? It could be because of the way that we dress in the 21st century, with casual clothing coming into 
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So, what do people pay for sneakers? Sneakers are an incredibly diverse market and the price and quality of 



At last week’s Senior assembly, the Headmaster spoke 
about the College’s uniform policy. Most of our students 
consistently look very smart and wear their uniform 
with pride, both around the College and in the wider 
community. Nevertheless, the beginning of a school 
year is a good opportunity to clarify standards and 
expectations, as well as establish procedures for when 
these are not being met. 

Uniform policies can be di cult areas for schools to 
navigate and there is a balance to be struck between an 
uncompromising application of rules and using common 
sense, whilst judgments about where boundaries 
lie can sometimes be subjective. The Oxley College 
Diary 2018 (page 124) outlines our Uniform Policy. In 
a couple of areas it has seemed sensible to moderate 
existing prohibitions. The inclusion of necklaces in the 
list of jewellery that is not allowed has been amended: 
necklaces may be worn, but they must be modest and 
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EXCITING NEWS: The HICES Music Festival for Years 7 to 12 is now 
open!
Held Sunday 19 August – Wednesday 22 August 2018, The HICES Music Festival 
brings together over 400 musicians from across HICES schools in New South 
Wales. Students will work with experienced conductors at The Tops Conference 
Centre in Stanwell Tops. All camp participants will be transported to Sydney 
Town Hall for ýnal rehearsals, and the event will culminate with the Festival 
Concert on the evening of Wednesday 22 August 2018.
Applications will be online this year, and can be completed by following the link: 

http://www.hices.nsw.edu.au/event.asp?pid=10&id=10
alison.bunyan@oxley.nsw.edu.au
alison.bunyan@oxley.nsw.edu.au




13

WHAT’S
HAPPENING?
IN THE WORLD...

After the school shooting in 
Florida where 17 students were 
killed, when faced by a group of 
teenagers protesting about gun 
laws in America, Trump’s solution 
has been to arm teachers with 
guns. In a perfect world the idea 
that a good guy with a gun will 
outweigh a bad guy with a gun 
has some plausibility. However, we 
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GALLERY



15

MARCH CALENDAR

Mon

Tue

Wed

Fri Fri

Sat Sat

Sun Sun

Parent IT Session 4-6pm

K-6 HICES  Swimming Carnival



ENCORE

NEWSFLASH
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Amidst a new year, with new classes, teachers 
and new resolutions that you will have almost 
deýnitely forgotten about by April, one of the 
most important things (in my opinion) that will 
start up again this year is the Debating season. 
Ah, yes, the failure to communicate between 
team members before a debate or for those with 
a week’s preparation time but write speeches 
on the night before or even on the bus, when a 
brainwave hits and the constant nagging worry 
of those who have absolutely no clue what their 
topic will be. A great time for all, and with many, 
many young recruits this year, it’s set to be a 
great year for all of us.
Mack Kane (Year 8)

Congratulations to Will Cunich (Year 12) who  
is a shadow for the ISA Seconds Basketball. 
Given the strength of the opposition, this is 
a very good achievement. 

Also to Claire Allan (Year 10) who was  
selected in the ISA Softball team to play in 
the CIS Carnival at Blacktown International 
Softball Park on Monday 26 February. Grace 
Patterson (Year 12) was also selected as a 
shadow player for Softball.

GET READY 
FOR THE 

“SPELLING BEE”

“The 25th Annual Putnam Country Spelling Bee” is the latest piece 
of musical theatre being performed by students at Oxley College, 
led by Mr Cunich, Mrs Cunich, Mr Hughes, and Miss Ash Lindsay. 
The “Spelling Bee” is designed to feel fresh and new with every 
performance, and to engage with the audience. The story of the 
“Spelling Bee” focuses on a state Spelling Bee in America but the 
characters are the main driving force in the narrative. Through their 
wild and zany personalities, they will keep you engaged for the 
whole runtime. The “Spelling Bee” is full of hilarious moments and 
tension to keep you on the edge of your seat as the most unexpected 
characters and events unfold onstage. The musical is a must see for 
all Oxleyans.  The live performances are on Thursday 22, Friday 23 
and Saturday 24 March at 7.30pm in Hoskins Hall.
By Brad Worthington (Year 11)

OXLEY STARS 
IN ISA CIS 

COMPETITION

HICES DEBATING “Encore” is an opportunity for exceptional performers and 
composers of the HSC Music Examinations to showcase their 
abilities. The Year 11 and 12 classes had the opportunity of 
attending, and it was astounding. What we were exposed to 
was not a dozen violin virtuosos, or the same robotically played 
Mozart piece, but the most diverse range of musical styles and 
genres possible all  ýtted into one night. This included piano 
and guitar duets, a harpsichord piece composed for it’s era, an 
amazingly passionate drummer, pop and ýlm singers and an 
incredible piece played on the Opera House’s Grand Organ. 
The most important thing of the night was not sussing out 
potential competition, or discovering what the markers ýnd 
impressive. I realised how accessible music is to anybody with 
any passion; whether it be writing for percussion, playing viola, 
singing either soul or rapping. The power of music in uniting 
people through a collective love of expression made this night 
exceptional. By Maya Chance (Year 11)

Sophie Artup (Year 10) recently competed in Dressage in the 
Willinga Park CDI.

Sophie competed in three CDI-Y classes (International Young Rider 
classes 16-21 years). She is still 15 and not turning 16 until November, 
which made her the youngest in the classes by three years. Sophie 
had a very successful competition, placing 4th, 3rd and 1st in the ýnal 
class. These results will go towards an international ranking amongst 
FEI (Federation Equestrian Internationale) Young Riders worldwide.

EQUESTRIAN

BERRIMA DISTRICT
Congratutaltions to the following who were 
recognised at the recent Berrima District 
Sports Awards:

2017 School Sporting Team – Oxley College 
Intermediate Girls 4 x 100m Relay team 
– Eleni Connell, Ciara Longworth, Grace 
Newtona and Sienna Knowles.

2017 Sportsperson of the Year – Meaghan 
Stanton, Mountain Biking.


